
Children used as pawns in an Israeli propaganda gimmick 

The BBC colludes in the exploitation of vulnerable Palestinian children 

Just before Christmas the Israelis authorities issued a small group of children, whose parents had 

been killed in the onslaught on Gaza in August, with special permits to tour Israel and visit the West 

Bank for a week. The Palestinian authorities in Gaza refused to let the trip go ahead. Should they be 

criticised for their decision?  

Imagine that we were a small, practically undefended community under siege, and recently subject 

to massive bombardment that killed 2,104 of our people (proportionately equivalent to 75,000 

British people: 43,000 were killed during the Blitz). In a lull - the sonic booms and helicopters 

continue to create fear and anxiety, and everybody expects Israel to find some pretext to attack 

again soon, but we'll call it a lull - the enemy invites a group of children on a week's outing. Would 

we allow that? The idea is laughable. Would Israel have responded positively if Hamas had offered to 

give coach loads of Jewish Israeli kids a taste of what life is like in Gaza? Of course not.  

So is there anything newsworthy about this incident at all? Particularly when - at exactly the same 

time - other children and adults are still being killed by the Israeli Occupation forces and by the 

operation of the siege of Gaza?  

It would depend on your motives, perhaps. If you are a Western editor looking for a cheap story to 

smear Hamas, a sob story to blame the victims for the misery inflicted upon them by their Western-

backed oppressors, it might look like a scoop. A few days ago the BBC took it up, in an article entitled 

"Hamas Prevents Gaza Orphans Visiting Israel" (1).  Amazingly, this story ricocheted round the world 

- the Guardian, the Independent, the Scotsman, Fox News, the Jerusalem Post, the Daily Mail, the 

New York Times, and many others including extreme Islamophobic groups.. all presenting Hamas as 

the villain, messing up a grand opportunity for a few bereaved children to get a break. What on 

earth is going on?  

It's as if, a few weeks after the Valentine's Day Massacre, Al Capone had invited the families of those 

he'd killed out for a swell afternoon in one of his luxury hotels. And when the widows and orphans 

had turned him down, the Chicago Times had run a feature on the 'kill-joy mothers' spoiling their 

children's fun.  

Children who have just recently lost their fathers are being used as pawns in a propaganda gimmick 

(2). The Israeli authorities - the prison guards, those responsible for the deaths of their parents and 

who have stunted their families' prospects of an ordinary life by a medieval siege that has been in 

force for years - are being implicitly praised for making this special and exceptional gesture, while 

the aggression and oppression they maintain on a daily basis across historic Palestine is totally 

ignored.  

That it is the oppressed who are demonised in pro-Zionist organs like the BBC and the Guardian 

should come as no surprise. The policies in place to try to realise the dystopian objective of a 'Jewish 

State' in Palestine - the siege in Gaza, repeated aggressions against civilians and civil infrastructure, 

ethnic cleansing within Israel, systematic discrimination and separation of population groups, 

expanding settlements in the West Bank - need to be provided with ideological cover. Both Israelis 



and their liberal Zionist allies in our media need to demonise the Palestinians, so as to maintain the 

fiction that it is the Israelis who are the real victims of a vicious and primitive enemy whose 

obduracy justifies anything that is done against them.  
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